TWAIN  AND  DA*  DE  (JCILLE. 


d  Spring 


“  When  we  itut  oor  payer  we  moat 
Art  *  aaluto.  A  newspaper  office  with 
artillery  ha.  a  big  bulge  on  the  basinee*. 
Wo  well- reflated  offiee  in  California 
thoald  be  without  a  howltaer.  If  a  map 
oomes  in  for  a  retraction  we  ran  blow 
him  into  the  next  county.  The  how- 
itier  goes." 

Thi.  .{kneed  the  argument,  and  tto 

next  day  the  two  Journalists  toot  the 
toad  with  their  printing  outfit  and  ar¬ 
tillery. 

On  the  next  night  they  camped  in  a 


rione..  In  one  a  wad  of  cotton  U  dipped 
inolive  oil  and  gently  rubbed  on  the 
flower  end  of.theflg.  Fig  by  fljtU  thtg, 
treated,  and  eight  days  thereafter  the 
fruit  is  ready  for  market,  where  it  oom- 
maadsa  high  price  as  a  primmer. 

Another  method  consists  in  gathering 
in  the  spring  the  half-formed  fruit, 
which  is  strong  on  ropes  as  we  string 
dried  fruit.  These'  ropes  or  garlands 
are  thrown  orer  the  branches  of  the 
tree  and  allowed  te  decay  under  the 
burning  sun.  Life  out  of  death.  An 
Insect  is  bora  from  this  decay  which 
pierces  the  growing  flg,  and  induces 
rapid  maturity-  or  shall  we  call  it  early 
decay  f— maturity  being  only  that  pre- 
cions  smith  of  existence  which  must  in* 
evltably  be  followed  by  decline.  Leav¬ 
ing  such  premature  sweetness  to  tbe 
epicure,  one  may  well  be  oontent  to  wait 
the  result  of  nature’s  unhurried  process. 
The  flg,  when  perfectly  ripe,  eludes  a 
slow  drop  of  honeysweet  juice  at  tile 
nether  end,  which  never  falls,  but  hangs 
there,  a  standing  temptation  to  bees 
and  men.  When  freshed  picked, at  this 
stage,  the  flg  is  indescribably  luscious, 
witn  a  rich  flavor  entirely  lost  in  the 
dried  fruit. 


ea,  is  then  sewed 
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mountain  ravine  fifteen  miles  from 
Simpson’S,  and  afWr  building  the  usual 


camp  tire  fell  asleep.  About  eleven 
o’clock  the  borses  awakened  them  bp 
prancing  about,  and  the  two  journalism 
Were  led  to  tbe  conclusion  that  notbfng 
lees  than  a  party  of  Indians  were  mak¬ 
ing  arrangements  for  a  night  attaok.  In 
the  clear  moonlight  they  could  be  dts* 
tinguiabed  about  half  a  mile  away  at  the 
foot  of  tbe  ravine.  Tbs  idea  of  encoun¬ 
tering  Indians  had  never  entered  the 
heads  of  the  two  fortune  seeker*.  ansi 
they  had  no  arms.  Suddenly  Twafci 
brightened  up.  remarking: 

•  The  bowlder." 

“  We’ve  got  nothing  but  powder," 


Iger  than,  the  other.  Tbe  ends  should 
fringed  to  look  well,  those  ties  with 
embroidered  pattern  and  a  ball  fringe 
each  end  looking  the  best  and  most 


said  I>an. 

**  Well,  powder’ll  scare  ’em,  and  we*M 
load  iter  up.*’ 

Tbe  pi»ce  was  immediately  loaded 
with  a  good  big  clmrge  and  the  two  men 
felt  quite  certain  that  the  In-liana,  hear¬ 
ing  Ui<*  roar  oi  tiie  gun,  would  beat  an 
uaeondiiional  retreat.  Tbe  piece  was 
hardly  loaded  and  placed  in  tosh  ion 
when  about  ftity  of  the  redrkinn  came 
charging  up  the  r  vine. 

*  Twain  seised  a  brand  from  lire  camp 
re  anti  was  about  to  lay  it  on-tfre  u»u«h- 
hole,  when  LHn  yelh  d  “  hold  on.’’  as  he 
rammed  &ont«  thing  in'n  the  mouth  of 
tJr  piece,  noil  remarked  : 

**  turn  Vr  loose.” 

Tl»e  rear  oi  the  howitser  echoed 
through  the  lonely  forests  and  the  sav¬ 
ages,  will*  frantic  cries  of  pain,  rreled 
down  tbe  ravine  in  wild  ramfudon. 

r  What  in  the  deuce  did  you  put  in?** 
asled  Mark  “ 

**  A  column  of  solid  nonpareil  and  a 
eoonie  of  sticks  of  your  spring  poetry." 

*  Tbe  poetry  dtd  the  business,  Dan. 
Get  ooa  of  your  geological  articles  ready 
A>r  Mis  neat  charge  and  I  guess  ft  11  H 
fiends  out  for  the  present  ciun- 

Tbe  savages  again  advanced.  Mark 
attended  to  the  powder  and  Dan  sorted 
the  allot,  so  |r>  speak. 

**  -Items  Pipes  song,  *My  Mountain 
Home.’" 

•’Good  for  three  Indians;  sock  ’er  in." 
“  An  acrosgie  by  John  R.  Ride  in  long 
primer." 

“  It’ll  paralyse  ’em." 

J*  Frank  Pixley  on  the  constitution, 
halt  a  colnmn  of  leaded  brevier.” 

“  If  it  hits ’em  the  day  is  won.” 

“ Tour  leader  on  ‘Law and  Order.’" 
**  Save  it  ne  a  last  resort.” 

Dan  pulled  the  type  out  of  the  boxes 
and  stuff*d  onluraa  at  ter  column  in  the 
howitser’*  mouth  aa  the  savages  came 
charging  oq  Another  round  from  the 
gun  and  ihe  redskins  rolled  orer  and 
over  envb  other  like  boulders  swept 
away  by  a  mountain  cloud-burst  Mark, 
in  an  ecsotey  of  delight,  pulled  aa 
A  merican  flag  out  of  his  rffet  ia,  nailed 
it  to  the  tstlkDard  of  the  wa-on  and  was 
about  to  wme  a  speech  wh-n  the  dusky 
figures  of  the  foe  wire  once, more  a« ea 
roaring  to  the  attack. 

The  piece  waa  again  loaded,  and  this 
time  with  a  double  rfoaru;.  Marie’s 
leader  on  “  U«  and  Order,  the  puff  of 
aa  auction  bouse  by  Fred  McCreliah 
(“aa  a  sickener,"  Dan  said),  Frank 
Gross*  verves,  aa  agricultural  article  by 


Spiders  that  Kill  Birds. 

Everybody  knows  that  spiders  catch 
flies  and  other  insects ;  but  that  some  of 
them  kill  little  birds  may  not  be  so  gen¬ 
erally  known.  A  traveler  in  Brasil 
tells  us  that  he  cangbt  one  of  them  in 
the  very  act  while  going  through  a 
forest  in  tbe  A  masons.  The  spider  was 
a  hairy  fellow,  with  a  body  two  inches 
loom  and  eight  legs  measuring  seven 
inche^Mch,  from  end  to  end.  The 


Sothn  fancy  Weal 


’he  lower  part  of  the  web  was 
and  two  small  birds,  finches, 
ntangled  in  the  pieces.  One 
i  was  ciotite  dead,  and  the 
tarly  so.  1  drove  away  tbe  mon- 
d  took  the  birds,  but  the  second 
i  died.  Tbe  fact  of  species  of 
to  which  genus  this  spider  be- 
tllving  forth  at  night,  mounting 
atf  racking  the  eggs  and  young 
ning-birds,  has  been  recorded 
>  by  Madam  Merian  and  Palisot 
vols ;  but,  in  the  absence  of  any 
ittion,  it  bos  come  to  be  dis* 
i.  From  tbe  way  the  fact  has 
ated  it  would  appear  that  it  had 
■tely  derived  from  tbe  report  of 
and  had  not  been  witnessed  by 
ratora.  The  my  galea,  are  quite 
i  insects;  some  species  make 
I  Is  under  stones,  others  for.u 
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build  their  dens  in  the  thatch  of  houses. 
Tbe  natives  call  them  Aranbas  caran- 
gueijetras,  or  crab-spiders.  The  hairs 
with  which  they  arc  clothed  come  off 
when  touched,  and  cause  a  peculiar  and 
almost  faaddeniig  irritation.  The  first 
specimen  that  I  killed  waa  handled  in¬ 
cautiously,  and  I  suffered  terribly  for 
three  days  afterward.  I  think  this  is 
not  owing  ho  any  poisonous  quality  re¬ 
siding  in  the  hairs,  but  to  their  being 
•port  and  hard  and  thus  getting  into 
the  fine  creases  of  the  skin.  Some  my* 
ghles  are  of  immense  site.  One  day  I 

f"  e  children  belonging  to  an  Indian 
with  one  of  these  monsters  se- 
by  a  cord  round  its  waist,  by 
they  were  leading  it  about  the 
as  they  would  a  dog. 


has  repotted  a  bill  ordering  the  con¬ 
struction  of  one  of  Mann’s  danger  sig¬ 
nals,  at  a  cost  of  not  more  than  $3,600, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  tested  by  r  be 
dgkthotun  board.  Fog  bells  run  by 
machinery  on  land  are  available  only  at 
certain  station*.  Steam  sirens  are  ex¬ 
pensive,  requiring  a  steam  engine  and 
the  ser\  Ices  of  two  men.  Fog  bells  so 
arranged1  that  the  movement  of  the 
waves  rings  the  bell  are  eo  liable  to  get 
out  of  older  that  they  become  useless 
just  when  they  are  most  needed. 
Another  invention,  now  in  use  on  the 
Massachusetts  coast,  near  Boston  har¬ 
bor,  is  serviceable  in  deep  water.  It  is 
n  bell-shaped  vessel  with  a  whistle  at¬ 
tached.  Which  is  blown  by  the  rising 
and  Callfeg  of  the  waves.  But  it  is 
necessary  that  a  pipe  attached  to  this 
should  extend  down  into  the  water  to  a 
great  detoth,  and  therefore  this  signal 


•nstration  of  that  equates 
his  whole  life  has  been*  ► 


pleted  the  load. 

“That  poetry,  reaching  ’em  first,  will 
throw  ’em  into  ooufuskm,  and  my  edi¬ 
torial,  coming  upon  tbe  heels  of  the  rest, 
will  result  in  a  lasting  demoralisation. 
It  will  be  like  the  last  cavalry  charge  of 
the  French  at  the  battle  of  AusteriJta." 

For  tbe  third  and  last  time  the  faith¬ 
ful  howitser  belched  its  typographical 
compliments  to  the  advancing  foe.  The 
havoc  wse  terrible.  There  wae  a  wild 
yell  from  a  score  of  savage  throats  and 
then  the  low  groans  of  the  dying  floated 
up  the  ravine  on  the  gentle  wind.  Tbe 
j.two  men  walked  over  the  field  of  slaugh¬ 
ter  and  coon  ted  fifty-six  aboriginals 
lying  in  heaps.  The  bodies  were  hor¬ 
ribly  mutilated  with  nonpareil,  long 
primer,  two- line  pica, bourgeoiee. “caps/ 
misery  dashes,  and  unassorted  pi. 

“My fender  cooked  that  man's  goose/1 
said  Mark,  pointing  to  a  savage  with 
his  bowels  hanging  over  the  limb  of  a 
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Famine  In  Turkey. 
Constantinople  correspondent 
:  W  bile  the  sultan  shuts  himself 
the  Yildiz  Kiosk,  surrounded  by 


kc  a  pear,  with  its  base  in  tbe 
When  anchored  by  a  strong 
n  a  shoal  where  the  motion  of 
always  considerable,  constant 
auses  tbe  air  to  be  drawn  into 
l  through  one  set  oi  tubes  and 
ed  out  through  another  set  of 


tubes  and  through  an  opening  at  the  top 
of  the  vessel,  where  Is  placed  a  contri¬ 
vance  like  the  reed  of  a  clarionet.  The 
sound  produced  is  loud  and  shrill,  even 
when  there  is  but  little  motion  oi  tbe 
waves,  and  when  they  are  turbulent  it 
becomes  a  shriek  of  great  power  and 
volume.  It  is  said  that  the  vessel  is  not 
easily  put  out  of  order,  and  will  work 
until  its.  parts  are  worn  out.  The  reed 
can  be  sSadjuated  as  to  produce  different 
sounds,  ami  may  be  assigned  to  a  certain 
shoal.  The  mariner  can  thus,  ir  the 

approaching.  It  is  «dd  that  such  a  sig¬ 
nal  will  be  af  great  value  on  the  Frying- 
pan  s heals  and  other  extensive  shoals 
on  the  Southern  coast,  and  that  one  of 
these  signals  hrould  have  saved  the 
Huron  and  her  passengers  If  it  had  been 
at  work  on  the  shoals  where  this  vessel 
•track.  Mr.  Mann  is  a  poor  man  and  a 
mechanic,  and  will  be  content  with 
what  Congress  may  give  him  fw  his  in- 


PENSIONS. 


•TC^Umkht^tfcn.  the  sword." 

“Yen  bet.  Hurrah  for  Faust  and 
Gotten  berg.” 

“  Is  there  any  type  left?" 

“  Not  a  pound. 

Ten  days  later  the  two  journalistic 
tramps  reached  Virginia  City,  weary, 
discouraged  and  footsore,  and  secured  a 
place  ou  the  Emterpriee.— Person  (Nee.) 
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